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Identity Consciousness of Hungarian-Americans:
Continuing the Process of Ethnographic Fieldwork in

Northwest Indiana
ByLinda Degh

During the summer of 2001 exploratory ethnographic fiel dwork was conducted
by ateam of four graduate students (a folklorist, an ethnomusicologist, an anthro-
pologist and an Eastern European historian), under my guidance with advice and
counsd from JohnH. McDowell, Chair of Folkloreand Ethnomusi col ogy, and Stephen
H. McShane, Curator/Archivist of the Calumet Regiona Archives, [IUNW.

Redlization of theproject hasalong historythat | would liketo briefly summarize,
becauseit has become asignificant part of abigger picture: culturd identity study in
the United States. This, the most successful democracy in the world, was built by
immigrants or “ ethnics.” Today the flow of immigrants continues, blending into
multiethnic-multicultura communitieswherediverse groupsliveand work together,
not in fairytale harmony, but with continuous conflict and confrontation, as tradi-
tional valuesand ancestral ideal sfight al osing battle agai nst innovation and progress.
In the course of time, while ethnics negotiate acknowledgement of their cultural
uniqueness, they aso merge and blend their ideologies and lifestyles to reach a
consensus of unity by diversity. This historical process of integration is a crestive
move, completed when chosen identity markers achieve respectability.

To study this process, fieldworkers visit settlements and gather data through
direct participant observation, registering information from individuals, beit jokes,
songs, legends, life histories, customs, religious, socid, occupational, child rearing
practices - anything the subjects volunteer to tell. The information obtained from
community membersisinvaluable for the student of ethnic history because the sub-
jective, emotiona recounting of personal experiences, lives and adventures reveals
more than dry enumeration of historical facts.

Theseideasguided my initial work among Cal umet-Hungarians betweentheyears
1964 and 1980 and later on & sewhere throughout the U.S. and Canada. My personal
archive contains a large body of tape-recorded, handwritten, printed and photocop-
ied materials, some of which | have published in articles and books, but the bulk
remains untouched and will remain so should no speciaists continue my work. Ini-
tially this research was a part of my own personal and scholarly acculturation pro-
cess, but later | reached the point where | was able to devote my time to pursuing
other challengesin my profession. | would like to see others take over where | have
left off.

To date, the Hungarian-American subculture has been overlooked by folklorists
and anthropologists. Thus my documents remain unique except for the excellent
work of three Hungarian colleagues: Zoltan Fejds (Director of the Museum of Eth-
nography, Budapest), Mihdy Hoppd (Director of the European Folklore Institute,
Budapest), and Péter Niedermiiler (Professor of European Ethnol ogy at the Humbol dt
University, Berlin). They have worked with me in the region and later el sawhere,
funded by IREX and ACLS. | found studentsto continue my work as assistantswhile
| was working on a new approach to Hungarian-American identity mai ntenance and

continued on page7
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IU Awards for REEI Alumni

1999 JamesF. Collins

Honorary Doctorate
1998 Stephen Cohen

College Distinguished Alumni
1994 IreneMei ster

College Distinguished Alumni

REEI Awards

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

1988 Alexander Rabinowitch
1988 Charles Gati

1995 GaeSokes

2000 HelenaGoscilo

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

1988 Theofanis Stavrou
1988 Robert F. Byrnes
1989 Karen Niggle

1996 Robert W. Campbell
1997 Charlesdavich
1997 Janet Rabinowitch
2000 WilliamB. Edgerton

Congratulations Graduates!

PhD Dissertation Defenses
Lynn Sargeant (History) defended her dissertation “ Middle Class Culture: Music and
Identity in Late Imperial Russid’ on August 24. Ben Eklof chaired her committee.

Terri Ziacik (Economics) defended her dissertation Foreign Direct Investment in Tran-
sition Economies. Exploring the Effects of Uncertainty and Heterogeneity on Invest-
ment Timing” onJune15. Michael Alexeev chaired her Committee.

REEI MADefenses

Joshua Abrahms (REEI/SPEA) defended hisessay “ NGO's, Civil Society andtheDis-
appearance of Environmental ActivismintheFormer Soviet Union” in December 2001.
Henry Hale chaired his committee.

Kenneth Guy (REEI) defended hisessay “ The Re-cregtion of History: Soviet Folkloreas
Propagandainthe1930’'s,” inDecember, 2001. Hiroaki Kuromiyachaired hiscommittee.
He is currently working toward a Russian Language Teaching Certificate at George
Mason University and anti cipates completing his course work in thefal of 2003.

Polish Theatre at 1U
ByBill Johnston

OnFebruary 13-17, 2002, IU will host aPolishtheater event, aconferenceaccom-
pani ed by the midwest premiere of Ferdydurke by Teatr Prowizorium/KompaniaTestr of
Lublin, Poland. The conference and performances are being organized by the Polish
Studies Center, with funding and support from REEI, the Office of International Pro-
grams, the Dean of Faculties, the Department of Theatre and Drama, and other units
across campus.

Tentatively entitled” The Other in Performance: Beyondthe* Canon’ in Polish Drama,”
the conference will focus on various aspects of “ non-canonical” Polish theater, includ-
ing aternativetheater such asthat of Kantor
and Grotowski, women playwrights, Jewish
theater, gay theater, and expatriate theater.
The conference will take place on February
15th-16th at the IndianaMemorial Unionon
the campus of 1U in Bloomington.

Ferdydurkeis a stage version of Witold
Gombrowicz snovel of the same name, one
of the most important and also most shock-
ing works of 20th-century Polish literature.
Teetr Prowi zorium/Kompania Tesatr will per-
form both Polish and English-language ver-
sions, the latter adapted by Allen Kuharski
from DanutaBorchardt’srecent award-winning trandlation. This production has a ready
receivedravereviewsin New Y ork, Philadel phia, Los Angeles, and Edinburgh, Scotland,
where it won a coveted Fringe First Award in the Edinburgh Festival. The show com-
bines broad dapstick and farce with profound underlying themes of power and knowl-
edge.

Therewill be two English-language performancesin Bloomington, on February
15th and 16th, and oneat UPUI in I ndianapolison Wednesday, February 13th; there
will also be a Polish language matinee on the afternoon of Saturday, February 16th.
For more detailsabout the conference and the theatrical performances, please check
thePolish Studies Center websiteat http://mww.indiana.edu/~polishst/. Bill Johnston
isdirector of thelU Polish Studies Center.
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Bosnia: The Road to Recovery
By John Altshul

This summer | worked as a political/
economicinternfor the State Department
a the U.S. Embassy in Sargjevo. Need-
less to say, it was an exciting summer.
Sargievo isaredly great city, animated,
socialyand culturdlyaive. It'shard not
to love the place.

At the embassy, | covered missing
personsissues, aswedl asadditiona work
on*“ gray market” activity andtax reform.
Missing persons is a delicate subject in
Bosnia It is estimated that between
20,000 and 30,000 remain unaccounted for
asaresult of the1992-1995 civil war, the
maj ority of whom are Bosnian-Muslims.
While mass graves are regularly un-
earthed, many of N
themorta remains
have decayed to
the point that dry
bones, tattered
clothing, and ran-
dom persond ac-
couterments are
dlthatareleftofa
corpse. This grue-
somereality has hindered effortsto posi-
tively identify many of the missing.

Recovering and positively identifying
mortal remains provides an important
senseof closureto thethousandsof fami-
lies who never learned the fate of their
fathers, brothers, uncles and nephews
(themissingareoverwhelmingmale). Ex-
humationsand forensic examinationsare
apainful, emotiona business. Theresult
is that missing persons commissions,
splintered along ethnic lines, have devel-
oped. Each sidefights desperately for its
portion of thegenerousforeignaid avail-
able for this purpose as well as to point
the blame at the other sides for the ter-
rible tragedy that was the Bosnian Civil
War.

Unfortunately, prior to this summer,
the missing were being identified with
rather crude, antiquated methods. For
example, if a purple scarf was retrieved
from amass grave, it would be shown to
a number of possible relatives of the
scarf’sowner. When afamily member rec-
ognized the scarf—usually faded and

Sarajevo today

worn-out after a decade underground—a
match was made. However, this resulted
in a preponderance of “ false positives’
and even more bitterness.

Srebernica, site of the infamous 1995
massacre, represents the most volatile
flashpoint in the missing persons contro-
versy. To Bosnian Muslims, Srebernica
epitomizes the genocide that befell
Bosnia Whileestimates of the number of
missing vary grestly, roughly 6000 Mus-
lims are unaccounted for. To Bosnian
Serbs, Srebernicais more evidence of Is-
lamic hyperbol e and the anti-Serb bias of
the international community. What isin-
controvertible, however, is that of the

— thousands upon
thousands  of
bones recovered
from mass graves
around the town,
preciousfew posi-
tive identifica-
tions have been
made (just over

100 asof May 2001).

This summer, however, the Interna-
tional Commission on Missing Persons,
an international non-governmental orga
nization, introduced DNA testing technol -
ogy to Bosnia and Herzegovina. Now,
blood samplesfromlivingrelativesof the
missing can be tested against bone
samplesfrom the exhumed remains. This
technol ogy will greatly expeditetheiden-
tification process, thereby helping to hea
the wounds of a country till reeling in
the wake of Europe’s bloodiest conflict
since World War |l.

That said, Sargevo isaremarkably safe
and calm place today. It is not the be-
sieged, bullet-riddled city that we remem-
ber from CNN. Largdly rebuilt and sur-
prisingly chic, Sargjevo hasapositivefed
toit. Theshort-termvisitor might evenbe
lulledinto thinking that Sargjevoisonthe
path to prosperity and long-term stabil-
ity. It isn't. There are many skeletons | eft
initscloset.

John Altshul is a masters student in
the School of Publicand Environmental
Affairs.

Interested in a Summer
Internship with the U.S.
Department of State?

The U.S. Department of State has
alargeinternship program. Most em-
bassies hire at least 2 interns every
summer, with some high-profile em-
bassies taking many more. Interns
work in one of five departments: po-
litical, economic, public diplomacy
(public relations), consular affairs
(generaly visa processing), and ad-
ministrative. Applicants may request
up to three countries that they would
prefer toworkin.

The deadline for applications is
typicaly early November. Applica
tions are then forwarded to the rel-
evant embassi es where embassy staff
review the applications and make se-
lectionsaround January 1. Applicants
arenotified of their acceptancein early
January. Successful candidates must
then undergo athorough background
check, which can last severa months.

The long process of obtaining the
security clearance may mean that se-
lected interns cannot begin their in-
ternships until well into the summer.
It is strongly recommend that any se-
lected candidate have a contingency
plan for the summer in the event that
clearanceis held up.

The internships are unpaid, and
interns are expected to finance and
arrange their own travel. Embassies
do providehousingfor interns. To de-
fray thesignificant expensesinvolved,
IU offers a number of grantsfor this
type of internship. The International
Enhancement Grant (through the Of -
ficeof International Programs) andthe
REEI/Méllon Grant providefinancia
assistance to qualified applicants.

To learn more and download an
application, visit the State Depart-
ment websiteat http://www.state.gov.

For information on funding op-
portunities at U, please consult the
REEI Funding Notice (available at
REEI, Ballantine Hall 565) or our
website at http://www.indiana.edu/
~reeiweb/acaprog.htm
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Faculty Profile: Jack Bielasiak

Professor Jack Bidasiak, a native of
Poland's second largest city £odz, has
continuedto maintainacloseassociation
with hishomeland during his 25 years of
work at IUB. Bidlasiak waspivota inini-
tiating the IU-Warsaw University ex-
change program that recently celebrated
25 years of existence. He also served as
thedirector of thelU Polish StudiesCen-
ter, theingtitution charged with adminis-
tering the exchange and facilitating a
broad range of academic activities on
campus related to Poland. He has made
many return tripsto Poland, witnessing

first-hand the dramatic changes that are ¥

taking place there.

Considered unique when first pro- | |

posed, the Indiana University-Warsaw

University exchange was initiated dur- &

ing atime of mutual suspicion that pre-
vented any sort of meaningful scholarly
exchange. Today, IU regularly hosts

scholars and students from the former g

Eastern Bloc and Soviet republics and
vice versa. Bielasiak saw the IlU-WU
exchange as a way to provide a gate-
way for Polish academiato therest of the
world and a so asawayto begin building
trust and scholarly relations among the
academic communities.

With the “ Eastern Bloc” now con-
signed to history, Bielasiak has directed
his energies toward obtaining a better
understanding of the political restructur-
ing process taking place throughout the
region.

A recent lecture, “ On the Ingtitution-
alization of Party Regimes in Emerging
Democracies: Post-Communismin Com-
parative Perspective,” presented on the
Bloomington campus, highlighted
Bielasiak’s analysis of the process of
building political parties in the
postcommunist states. The findings are
the product of a three-year research
project motivated by the turn to democ-
racy. The research, expected to continue
for an additiond three years, focuses on
the rel ationship between political parties
and the consolidation of democracy.
Bielasiak notes that there is widespread
consensus among western scholars that
parties are an “ essentia instrument” of

By Mark Betka
modern democracy and that they must
play an important role in the transition
from communism by providing for repre-
sentation of divergent viewpoints, com-
petition, and accountability. But thereis
considerable controversy as to how es-
tablished the political parties are in the
emerging democracies of the East Europe

and theformer Soviet Union.
Inlooking at thisdebeate, Bidlasiak asks
afundamentd question: “ How extensive
istheingtitutionalization of the party sys-
tems in these new democracies?” Are

Jack Bielasiak

emerging parties part of apermanent, de-
veloped structure such as we are accus-
tomed to in the West or are they wesk,
rudimentary, and fleeting edifices? It is
thisissuethat formsthecoreof Bidasiak's
research.

The question is motivated by current
debate among socia scientists that asks
whether the post-communist socia and
political landscapeis sui generis, largely
defined by thefact that it involvesanum-
ber of simultaneous transitions: eco-
nomic, cultura, socid, psychologica and
political. This combination of factors
presents a unique situation in which the
countries must face multiple challenges
simultaneously, posing exceptional diffi-
culties for any country emerging from
centralized governance.

Bielasi sk notesthat the socia and eco-
nomic cleavages that form the founda-
tions of political parties in most other
countries (by giving different groups a
voice) are muddled by the enormity of
challenges facing the postcommunist
countries. Inthe context of so many dif-

ferent and complex tasks, itisdifficult to
determine the relative saliency of social
and economic factors and trand ate them
into politica identities. Instead many di-
verse parties seek to represent the many
potential cleavages. Thus, the argument
goes, party structuresarewesak, fluid, and
relatively insignificant as ingtitutions in
the postcommunist system.

Counter to this argument is what
Bidasak cdlsthe” sructuredview.” This
perspective states that despite problems
and difficulties, the publicisstill ableto

distinguishitsown interests and is able
to understand what is going on within
the transitioning society. On thisbasis,
individuas can and do prioritize their
own interests and therefore align them-
selves with parties that mirror thosein-
terests. Theresult isafairly understand-
ableandfixed political spacewherealink-
age exi sts between segments of the pub-
licand different political parties.

The second aspect of this argument

Statesthat it isthe very process of elec-
tora choice that helps to structure the
system. Anelectionrequireswinnersand
losers. The winners stay on and become
the significant party while losers are
forcedto dropout. This“ eectord filter”
produces fewer and fewer parties, which
in turn leads to a more solidified party
system.

Bielasiak sees these two competing
viewpoints as the broad framework that
defines the debate among social scien-
tists about the democratic future of
postcommunism; thisiswherehelocates
his research. To resolve the question,
Bielasiak takes a broadly comparative
approach by looking at el ectoral and party
systemsin several democratizing regions
of theworld. Hefirst looks at all of the
electionssincethefall of communismin
Eastern Europein 1989 and the dissolu-
tion of the Soviet Unionin 1991. How-
ever, in order to find whether the devel -
opments in the former communist coun-
tries are unique or unusual, Bielasiak
stresses the need to compare the events
of thelast decade with phases of democ-
retization that havetaken place previousy

continued on page 10
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Outreach Corner

International Education Week, even a short language lesson. The terested in hearing from Ms. Paulik
November 12-16 studentswerewell-prepared and cu-  about the standard of living, sports,
In cooperationwith the Center for  rious about Hungarian life and cus- and music in Hungary. The class
the Study of Global Change, REEI tomsand kept the presentersontheir  ended with a demonstration of the
observed the second annual Inter- Hungarian folk dance csardas and
national Education Week by coor- » ( 0 ashort lesson onits basic steps.

dinating a lesson via interactive New video acquisitions

video for aclass of seventh grade In order to view the new docu-
students at Clear Fork Christian L mentary and feature film acquisi-
Academyin New Albany, Indiana. ' '_ tions of the REEI collection, vidt the
The topic of the class was “ Dally listing on the Web at http://
Life in Hungary” and was con- www.indiana.edu/~reeiweb/
ducted by Monika Paulik, visiting avintro.html. Videos acquired this
scholar in sociol ogy from the Eco- academic year are written in red
nomics University in Budapest, and text. REEI maintains an email
REEI graduate assistant Alex listserv, <reel_videos>, towhichare
Dunlop. Thelesson consisted of a posted announcements of recent ad-

-
| ]
= ’r_/

l

. . e Monika Paulik and Alex Dunlop .. .
genera introductionto lifeinHun- dance the csardas ditions to the outreach collection.

gary and included short segments Please send an email to
ongeography, holidaysinHungary, ~toeswith questionsabout Hungarian  reei @indiana.edu to request to be put
Hungarian gulyas (goulash), and culture. They were particularly in-  onthelist.

INDIANA UNIVERSITY

Six-Week Russian Study Tour

July 13-August 23, 2002

Four weeksin St. Peter sburg. Two weeksof touring to M oscow, Pskov, Pechory, Pushkinskie
Gory, Valaam, Kizhi, and Helsinki.

-Cost: approximately $6,000 if participantstota 10 or more

-FinnAir from Chicago

-6 hours of Indiana University credit at reduced rates

-80 classroom hours of intensive languageinstruction conducted in
students’ hotdl, including Business Russian for thoseinterested

-Excursionsoncultura, historical, and literary themesin &t.
Petersburg and itsenvirons

-Participants may precede this program with four weeks of
Russian in Bloomington (5 additional credit hours)

For applicationsor additiond information, contact:
Laur ence Richter: BH 502 - IndianaUniversity - Bloomington, IN 47405-6616
Td. (812) 855-2608 - FAX (812) 855-2107 - e-mail: richterl @indiana.edu




6 Russian and East European Institute

Media Freedom? The View From Ukraine
By Katya Choursina & Svetlana Sdliutina

The Ukrai nian mediasector isplagued
by problems of an economic, legd, insti-
tutional, and professional nature where
media owners often percelve the pressas
apolitical tool rather than as a business.

Censorship by mediaownersis com-
mon, asis self-censorship by editors and
journdists. Bothformsof censorshipstem
from politica pressure, theeconomicwesk-
ness of the press and violence against
journdists. Journdistic principlesare of-
ten sacrificed for the sake of exerting po-
litical influence over thepublic.

However, it isthe economic weakness
of media outlets that
causesthemgjority of
problemsintheUkrai-
nian media sector.
Most Ukrainian media
are barely profitable,
which entails finan-
cial dependency on
persons or organiza
tions with a specific
political agenda.

Most media own-
ers purchased their
business not for economic profit but as
toolsfor e ection campaigns. Noneof our
media moguls actudly specidizein me-
diabusiness. For them, TV channelsand
newspapers are merely tools applied in
the political struggle.

Ironically, the only guaranteefor plu-
ralisminthedissemination of information
in Ukraine now isthe severe competition
between oligarchsduringthecurrent (sec-
ond) waveof privatization. Thisconfron-
tation among media oligarchs is mistak-
enly labeled as freedom of speech. In
fact, media moguls are dependent on the
president. This means that censorship in
Ukraineis a systematic phenomenon and
not simply alocal issue.

The merger of power and financia
structuresintheformof “ clans’ hashad
the worst possible repercussions for the
mass media: the output of our mass me-
diaistotaly lackinginacritica attitude
or “watchdog” function towards the au-
thorities.

Inthefirst eight months of 2001, two

“ Kuchma, where is Gongadze?”
Protestorsin Kyiv. AP photo

journalists were killed and eight were
physically attacked in Ukraine. Most of
the victims worked for independent, re-
gional media. The most prominent case
was the murder of journalist Georgiy
Gongadze, who published articlescritical
of the president and his entourage in an
independent Internet newspaper
Ukrainska Pravda (Ukrainian Truth).

Georgiy Gongadze disappeared on
September 16, 2000. A headless body
found in asmall village near the capita
city Kiev was reportedly that of
Gongadze's. The policeperformed foren-
sic examinations
of the body and
conducted DNA
tests that showed
" the body to be-
longto Gongadze,
and these results
were confirmed by
Ukrainian, U.S.
and Russian ex-
perts. However,
the ensuing police
investigation into
the murder has been botched and is full
of contradictions. To date, the policehave
failedto find out who murdered thejour-
nalist, and under what circumstances he
died.

Relativesof Gongadze, aswell asnu-
merous human right organizations in
Ukraine and throughout the world have
demanded that foreign experts be permit-
ted to re-examinethe remains of the body
and to provide conclusive evidence asto
whose body it is.

Two months after Gongadze's disap-
pearance, the head of the Socialist Party
of Ukraine, Oleksandr Moroz, addressed
the Ukrainian parliament with a sensa-
tional statement: he claimed that the
Ukerainian president wasdirectlyinvolved
in the murder of Gongadze and made
availabletaperecordingsof alleged con-
versations in the presidential office. On
one tape, a voice believed to be that of
the Ukrainian president, Leonid Kuchma,
could be heard speaking in coarse lan-

continued on page 12

The Balancing Act of
Rebuilding an
Exchange Program

By Bronidava Volkova

For the past two academic years, |
have served as the Resident Director of
the Council on International Educational
Exchange program at CharlesUniversity,
Prague. Established in 1992, this ex-
change is by far the largest of Council’s
programsin Eastern Europe and the Near
East (al of which have been consolidated
into one*“ regional” group). At any given
time, during my tenure, the program
hosted from 50 to over 70 American stu-
dents of the humanities and social sci-
ences, with the numbers of students in
the neighboring Polish, Hungarian and
Russian programs averaging between 10
and 20.

However, my initial excitement upon
being offered the position in 1998 gave
way to dismay after observing it in per-
son. The entire program was housed in
half of onesmall officeat the Philosophi-
ca Faculty building of Charles Univer-
dty. Thisvery samehalf officea so served
as the program’s lending library, student
lounge and computer lab! Logistics such
as classroom assignmentswerein astate
of confusion, with double bookings a
common occurrence and class cancella-
tionstheresult. Even the system of grad-
ing was on an ad hoc basis. The Council
was aware that improvements were
needed and asked that | do amajor over-
haul of the program.

My first task was obvious. we needed
spaceinwhichto operate. Thebest choice
wasauniversity property onthe outskirts
of Prague. This building needed major
renovation and that could only start in
early July (we expected 50 American stu-
dentsin late August). When they arrived,
thebuilding was half finished and, unfor-
tunately, it was clear across town from
their dorm. It was important to the suc-
cess of the program that Czech students
also resided in the dorm and interacted
with our students. This proved to be a
challenge, but after some work with the
Philosophical Faculty we were able to
house 20 Czech students in the interna-

continued on page 12
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Identity Consciousness
continued fromfirst page

they served as my first audience and crit-

ics during the tough time of writing.

In the summer of 2000 a series of
events sparked a re-
surgence of interest in
the Hungarian-Ameri-
can subculture. Hun-
gary celebrated its
1100th anniversary,
and the opening of its
second millennium in
Budapest highlighted |
thereunionof Hungar- |\
ians at home and '
abroad. The Hungar-
ian diaspora (never
having | eft their home-
landbut now minorities
in post-WWII succes-
sor states) and emi-
grants (who settled
elsawhereof their own {8
freewill) pledged anew
allegiance to their
country of origin. At
the meeting of the
American-Hungarian
Educator’s Associa-
tion at the Museum of
Ethnography, | took the opportunity to
present the ideas of my new approach to
colleagues whose readiness to collabo-
rate helped to turn theory into practice.

My student team began to meet regu-
larly in November of 1999 at my house
where everyone had access to my books
and the corpus of collectanea. There, we
discussed materials, approaches, and
techniques related to cultural identity
study. However, members could aso
spend time reading and preparing notes
individually astheir time permitted. This
informal introductionto folkloreand eth-
nology prepared a strong team of field
investigators who had no previous expe-
rience in ethnography. What motivated
thestudentswasashared interest in Hun-
garianfolk culture. Ina phabetic order by
last name, they are:

Zsuzsanna Csdlényi, first year gradu-
ate student of Folklore. As a native of
Sovakia, she belongs to the Hungarian

Father Alphonse Skerl

ethnic minority and is the only native
speaker (al the others spent timein Hun-
gary to learn the language).

Dennis Patrick Metro-Roland, whose
parentswere refugees of the 1956 revolu-
tion, which places
him in the first
American-born
generation. He has
an MA in Russian
and East European
Studies, taught En-
glish in Hungarian
schools and is cur-
rently a Ph.D. can-
didate in Curricu-
lum and Instruc-
tion.

LisaOverhol sr,
graduate student in
ethnomusi col ogy
who studied Hun-
garian in Hungary
for ayear to prepare
hersalf for disserta-
tionfieldworkina
Hungarianvillage.

Peter Sabath, an
experienced
fieldworker, who
had completed his senior year at Goshen
Collegewhen hejoined theteam. Here-
searched the Hungarian enclave of South
Bend. Currently he is spending ayear in
Hungaryto work with Hungarianfolklore
scholars and improve his language skills
before enrolling in graduate folklore/an-
thropology classes.

By the beginning of 2001 we madethe
decision to go to the field and test my
hypothesis. The closest and most obvi-
ous place to go seemed the Calumet re-
gion. | had kept touch with my surviving
old friends and prominent community
leaders, and al agreed to help with ac-
commodations and contacting potential
consultants. | hoped to find descendants
of my best informants and looked for-
ward to apleasant revisit. | was aware of
the drastic changes on the ethnic map of
the region and the increased mobility of
theethnic popul ation dueto theeconomic
situation. However, since both Hungar-
ian churches have maintained their mis-

sion as upholders of “ old country” val-
ues and centers of life-cycle rituas, we
were hopeful of success. In preparation
for the visit, we went through our files
and prepared listsof questionsto ask dur-
ing the projected month and established
continuities and discontinuities and the
evolving sense of ethnicity within the
current setting.

In times past the Hungarian working-
class people (of peasant extraction) con-
gtituted one among numerous highly vis-
ible ethnic enclaves from South-Central
and East Europe, Mexico and Puerto
Rico; the census reported 38,000 resi-
dents who claimed Hungarian ancestry
in the region known as the most heavily
industrialized sector of the U.S. My past
research focused on foreign-born immi-
grants(1906-24) and their American-born
children and grandchildren, going
through the normative processes of ac-
culturation and identity transformation
through the generations. As long as the
foreign-born dominated, the enclave de-
pended on itsimported values, unableto
adapt to the aien environment.

The “ ethnic stage” generated large
Hungarian neighborhoods in larger cit-
ies during the 1930s and acted as a pro-
tectiveshell of languageand culturemain-
tenance. But this shell became a burden
to the existence and upward mobility of
thosebornin Americaand dissol ved natu-
rally with the passing of their elders. This
does not imply disloyalty to heritage but
rather freedom of choice for people to
maintain, or not to maintain a hyphen-
ated, Hungarian-American cultura iden-
tity.

The fieldworkersfilled 48 tapes with
precious information: stories; jokes;
funny, scary, sentimenta, tragic and hor-
riblelifeexperiences. Inthebeginningthe
subjects were intimidated because they
were suspicious of theteam members (ac-
cording to rumor, they werecommunists),
and some families flatly refused to meet
them. But this wasn't any different 30
years ago, a though nowadays, morethan
ever, you haveto watch out for strangers
asking strange questions. Team members
also were shocked to redlize the loss of

continued on next page
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Identity Consciousness
continued from previous page

language in the community; consultants
were more fluent in English. In addition,
the community is senescent and people
were plagued by sickness, loss of family
and friends, or weretoo miserableto talk
to strangers. Onemust maintain patience

Skerl’s clerical habit has spectacular
appliquees, and he paints Matyo style
chairs and chests to benefit the church.
Allinal, eventhissmall and diminishing
Calumet Hungarian-American enclave
documentsacharacteristic typeof double
loyalty that may be found in various
forms among the children and grandchil-
dren living elsewhere and visiting occa

and stay long siondly.
enough to The ac-
make friends. culturation
Another process may
pr:oblimt\;vas eliminate
that the best many things,
informants, including
the young, even lan-
had moved guage, asis
elsewhere the case of
and visit only t h e
for family re- Bukovina
unions and Szekely
important ethnics
holidays. whose an-
{\IOWﬁd ays Noodle making! Dennis Patrick Metro-Roland and Mary Snyder cestors
e settled be-

fieldworker hasto bemoremobiletodo a
good job. But bad as things were, the
fieldworkersmet with several informants,
who would preparetheir favorite Hungar-
ian dishes for the guest, show their resi-
dences, displays of ethnic symbols, fam-
ily photos and other paraphernalia. The
fieldworkers were invited to club meet-
ings, church socidss, and other occasions
of where ethnic dishes were consumed,
to say nothing of the women’'s get-
togethers where they could watch (and
learn) how to make noodl es, pancakesand
other Hungarian ddlicaciesfor saeto ben-
efit the church.

The biggest event that attracted the
whole ecumeni st-minded Protestant and
Catholic community was the 95th anni-
versary celebration of the Holy Trinity
Hungarian Church in East Chicago, on
September 9, 2001. Thisall-day event it-
self deservesafolk art specialist’s atten-
tion. Hungari an-style embroi deries deco-
rate the church and the clerical parapher-
nalia, the festive wear of women, old,
young, even of the babies has remark-
able appedl. Father Alphonse Skerl and
hissister, Helen Fogarassy, areleadersin
Hungarian folk artistry. The Reverend

tween 1906 and 1915 and who generated
about 12,000 descendantslivingin North
America

However, in 2000 they established a
fraternal bond withtheir relativesin Hun-
gary throughthe Family TreeMaker com-
puter program - without even speaking
Hungarian. Which specific customs, em-
blems, tokens, symbols, foods, or beliefs
represent ethnic distinctiveness in the
American cultural matrix wedon't know
yet, but we may now begin to speculate
about it. Even the brief visit of budding
young scholarsinthe Cal umet region may
become an important accomplishment in
the exploration of the making of
multicultural America.

Linda Deghisa Professor Emeritain
the department of Folklore and
Ethnomusicology. Her research wassup-
ported through the Intercampus Re-
search Fund of IlU’ s Research and the
University Graduate School (RUGS)
fund.

HCA Adds Visual
Components to 1956
Commemoration

By Patrick Kinney

The Hungarian Cultural Association
held its annual commemoration of the
1956 Hungarian uprising on October 30th
at the IMU University Club. For the first
time, the event included afilm presenta-
tion. Archival film footage of the centra
events of the uprising, like the toppling
of thestatue of Stalinin Budapest, hel ped
to remind those in attendance of the poi-
gnant strugglefor freedomwhich gripped
Hungary between October 23rd and the
first week of November, 1956. For some,
the images needed no explanation. Asin
previous years, the event drew many
peoplefromtheloca Hungarian commu-
nity, including several of those who fled
thecountryin1956. For thoseunfamiliar
with the details of the uprising, a narra-
tion read by Edward Mandity provided a
context in which to situate the images.

Other aspects of the presentation con-
tributed to the solemn remembrance of
the tragic events. In the opening speech,
Professor P4 Hatos, the Gydrgy Ranki
Chair, spoketo the challenges of the his-
torian of the period and the evolution of
historical memory regarding theuprising.
Students of Hungarian language recited
excerpts from the diary of Sandor Mé&rai.
Language instructor Gabriella Nagy se-
lected the passages in which Marai cap-
tures the thoughts and emotions of the
thousands of refugees who crossed into
Austria as Soviet troops reasserted their
control over the country. Next, the audi-
ence was treated to a performance of the
songs of BélaBartok and Zoltan Koddy
by IU School of Music student Zsolt
Srajber, who was accompanied onthe pi-
ano by LisaMarie Overhol ser.

Inadditionto thefilm, severa poster-
sized photos helped to convey the tragic
intensity of the uprising to those in at-
tendance. For thereception, traditionheld
sway as partci pantsweretreated to adaz-
zling array of authentic Hungarian culi-
nary creations.

Patrick Kinney is a masters student
at theRussian and East European Insti-
tute.
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Alumni News

JohnT. Alexander (History/REEI Certifi-
cate, 1966) published “ Amazon
Autocratrixes: Images of FemaleRulein
the 18 hCatuy,” inP Bata elGen-
der and Sexuality in Russian Civiliza-
tion, based on a conference in Surrey in
199.

Paul E. Michelson (History PhD, 1975)
wasgiventhe2000 NicolaeBa cescu Prize
by the Romanian Academy for his 1998
book Romanian Palitics, 1859-1871. He
served as the program chair for the 4th
International
Congress on

_ Romanian
Y u | i a Studies held
Petrossian- in the sum-
Boyle (SPEA mer of 2001in
MPA, 1999) and Suceava, Ro-
Eric David Boyle mania. He
(REEI MA 1999/ teaches at
MPA SPEA 1999) Huntington
are pleased to College.
announce the
birthof their first . I e Charles
son Robert Ambassador James Coallins(center) joinswife Naomi Collins (His- M ixon (REE|
Vahram Bovle toryPh.D., 1970) and Ed McDermott (U.S. Dept. of Education) at the IX -

. yie, REEI alumni reception held during the AAASS conferencein Alex-  MA, 1994) IS
born in Yerevan, andria, Virginia. employed

Armenia, on October 28, 2001. Yuliais
currently on maternity leavefrom her new
job asthe Manager for Armenian Opera-
tions for the British Council, the United
Kingdom'sinternational organizationfor
educationand cultural relations. Ericwas
promoted to Deputy Director of the Ar-
menia/Caucasus Officeof Catholic Relief
Services (CRS) in August 2001. CRSis
carrying out programs in education, hu-
manitarian response, NGO devel opment,
and regiona peace and justice issues in
the South Caucasus.

JamesCollins (REEI/History MA, 1964 )
has joined international law firm Akin,
Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P. asa
senior international adviser in Washing-
ton. Hewill also work with Akin Gump
Global Solutions, its joint venture with
First International Resources, a political
and business consulting company.
Collinsleft hispost in Moscow | ast sum-
mer after having represented the United
Statesin Russiasince 1997.

PJ Kaczmarek (REEI MA, 1998) isabi-
lingual employment counselor at Jewish
Vocationd Servicein Boston, Massachu-
setts. Heassistsrefugeesfromtheformer
Soviet Unionwith job placement, and of -
fers counseling to help clients gain an
understanding of American job culture.

with aleading emerging markets private
equity group. Hisfocusison two areas
within the practice: capita raising for
funds and investmentsin Eastern Europe
and the former Soviet Union. His Rus-
sianlanguageskillsplay animportant part
inclosing dealsrelated to both areas. He
isasotrandating A.F. Tiutcheva sAt the
Court of Two Emperors, whichhewould
liketo publishinthefuture.

Mark Temple (REEI MA, 1995) has ac-
cepted a job as an Asylum Officer with
the Immigration and Naturalization Ser-
vice (INS) at the San Francisco asylum
office. Hemarried Ani Gombosof Cugir,
AlbaProvince, Romania, on October 18,
1997. Hehasbeenworkingfor IREX for
the past three years and has been living
in Romaniafor the past six years.

Student News

Karen Boschker (SPEA/West European
Studies) is a Teaching Assistant and a
Research Associate at SPEA’S Institute
for Devel opment Strategies.

Janis Cakars (Journalism) spent the
summer in Ulaanbaatar asan English lan-
guageeditor at the News Abroad Desk of
Montsame, the Mongolian national news

agency.

Nancy Eyl (Savics) presented a paper
entitled “ Female Sexuality and Gender
Rolesinlvo Andric’'sWorks’ to the pand
onwomen, writing, and power at the an-
nual AATSEEL conference in New Or-
leans, December 28.

David Fisher (History) and hiswife Jen-
nifer Cahn celebrated the birth of their
daughter, Natalie Cahn Fisher, on Octo-
ber 27th.

Eva Kiss (Folklore/Ethnomusicol ogy/
CEUYS) published areview of “ Hungary
and Romania: Descendents of the Itiner-
ant Gypses: Me odiesof Sorrow and Joy”

(1997) in1999 Yearbook for Traditional
Music, p. 213.

Katherine M etzo (REEI/Anthropol ogy)
presented a paper entitled “ Authorship
and Participatory Research in Russia’ at
the American Anthropological Associa
tion meeting in Washington, D.C. in No-
vember. Shepublished: “ Adapting Capi-
talism: Household Plots, Forest Re-
sources, and Moonlighting in post-So-
viet Sberia’ in Geo-Journal, Fall 2001
and “ Tunkinsky Nationa Park: Pearl of
Sberia’ in Mongol Survey, December
2001

NikitaNankov (Comparative Literature/
Slavics) presented a paper entitled
“ Remapping the Boundries of a Utopia
Osip Mandelstam’s Criticism,” to the
panel on Russian literary criticism at the
annual AATSEEL conferencein New Or-
leans, December 28.

Joseph Prestia (History) received a
Fulbright scholarshipto study Romania's
entryinto World War OneinRomaniafrom
January through October, 2002. For the
past semester he has been teaching a
courseon Eastern European history since
1815at Butler University.

Jason C. Vuic (History) was awarded an
instructorship for a 300-level course in
thelU History Department entitled” Prob-
lemsin Peacekeeping: W. Europe, theUS,
and Yugoslavia® to be taught in the
spring Semester.
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in other regions of the world.

He cautions that scholars must take
carewhen comparing emerging democra
cies with longer established ones in the
advancedindustria countries. Suchajux-
taposition between nascent and mature
democraciesis bound to present the new
party systems as unstable and inchoate.
Comparison is possible, he says, but the
key isto examinecomparableperiodsin
the development of each region, i.e. dur-
ing the first decade of democratization.
ThusBid asiak focuses onthe emergence
of democratic systemsat theend of World
War 1l in western Europe, primarily Ger-
many, Austria, France, and Italy; thetran-
sition in southern Europe in the mid-
1970s, i.e. Spain, Portugal, and Greece;
and more recently, the Latin American
countriesinthe1980s. For each of these
regions, Bielasiak examinesthefirst years
of their “ democratic existence’ to define
the patterns in electoral behavior and
party devel opment, enablingasimilar time
assessment of party system institution-
alization in the postcommunist and other
emerging democracies. The empirical
evidence under analysisis extensive, in-
volving more than 35 countries and 140
elections, thus producing a vast body of
datafor Bielasiak to draw upon.

In regard to the findings of hiswork,
Bielasiak focuses attention on three ar-
eas related to party systems: regulation
of electionsand parties, e ectoral compe-
tition between parties, and popular par-
ticipation in the electoral process.

On the first issue, the “ rules of the
game’ that governelectoral competition,
Bielasiak finds that former communist
statesmirror the experiences of the other
countries. Most regulationsareinstituted
very earlyinthe period of moving towards
democracy, and tend to stay in place for
most of the time — with the exception of
the legal threshold for entry into parlia-
ment, which is subsequently revised to a
higher percentage in many EE and FSU
countries.

Second, on the issue of contestation,
Bielasiak looks at the number of political
actorsand “ eectord voldtility’ (amea
sure of the extent of support for parties

from one el ection to another) and asksif
there is evidence of voter support shift-
ing from election to election. Here
Bielasiak findsadifferenceintheformer
communist states and the other regions.
Eastern European and former Soviet
states tend to see many more parties
crowd the political space, these parties
tend to come and go across election
rounds, and they are sometimes created
out of small or even frivolous interests
(for example, “ beer lovers’ party). All of
this contributes to very high number of
political playersintheelectoral contests,
and culminates in voter confusion. The
result isavoting public that often shifts
support dongthepolitical spectrum (con-
trast thiswith our own, relatively set vot-
ing patterns). Poland is an excellent ex-
ample. Ex-communists assumed control
in 1993, then the Solidarity-backed par-
ties took back control in 1997, and the
recent 2001 elections saw Solidarity lose
every single seat it held in the Lower
House.

Volatilityisasowel exemplifiedbythe
patterns of party behavior in Russia
where new parities appear out of no-
where, basically on the eve of an elec-
tion. These" parties of power” exist pri-
marily asvehiclesfor presidential candi-
dates, who garner large shares of votes
for a particular election, and the parties
often dissolve or regroup by the timethe
next election takes place.

The evidence then confirms that there
islessinstitutionalization of parties tak-
ing placein the postcommunist settingin
comparison to other regions, in particu-
lar western and southern Europe, which
were more “ orderly and stable” in the
development of political parties during
their shift to democracy.

Regarding the third element of his
andysis, participation, Bielasiak examines
how citizens “ buy into” the evolving
party structure. Do they becomeengaged
voters? Do they gain real representation
in the sense that the party they vote for
actualy entersthelegidative policy-mak-
ing arena and becomes part of the policy
discussions? To find answers to these
questions, Bielasiak looks at theratio of
voters to the adult voting population
rather than to the usual measure of the
number of registered voters. Hedoesthis

Russian and East European Institute

becausein somecasesdigiblevotershave
difficulty registering to vote, thus being
disfranchised from political participation.
This was the case, in the Baltic States,
where peoplewere barred because of lan-
guage requirements, and in deed literacy
requirementsact inasimilar way in other
placesthroughout theworld. Other mea-
sures of participation include so-called
“gpoiled balots” Voters, unhappy with
all of the choices, deliberately destroy
their ballot in an act of protest. An addi-
tional measureisthe” excludedvote” i.e.
votes going to parties that do not meet
theminimum thresholdfor entryinto par-
liament, thus leaving those voters with
no tangible representation for their vote.
All of thisgivesBielasiak asolid measure
of voter participation and engagement in
the existing party structure.

Bielasiak’s overall conclusion is that
the countries of Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union lag behind in party
institutionalization when compared to
similar timeperiodsinwesternand South-
ern Europe, andto alesser extent to Latin
America

Morerecently Biel asiak entered anew
phase of his research: investigating is-
suesof causdlity. Inlooking at causality,
Bielasiak takes first a “ bottom up” ap-
proach by examining culturd factors, lev-
els of economic devel opment, the extent
of ethnic cleavages, and social-economic
divisions as one set of possible explana
tory variables. Hispreliminary findings,
however, suggest that these variables
may not provide accurate reasonsfor the
pattern of less-institutionalized party sys-
temsinformer communist countries.

Using another set of explanatory vari-
ables, he takes a “ top-down” approach.
Here Bielasiak argues that the kind of
parties that exist in Eastern Europe and
theformer Soviet republicstoday are not
thetraditiona type prevalent in the West
during the democratic building phase, i.e.
large, mass partieswith closely knit mem-
bership. Today's parties in the
postcommunist states (although thisisa
world-widetrend) might becaled“ media
parties” *“ movement parties,” or “ cartel
parties’ that appeal to voters through
public relations campaigns instead of
building grassroots networks of support.

continued on next page
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Another factor involves the rules that
govern party formation and behavior.
There are few barriers to entry into the
political process, thusamost anyone can
start aparty. Smilarly therearefew sanc-
tions for parties that remake themselves
after the election or for party representa
tives that defect from the party lists on
whichthey gained el ection. Bidasiak sug-
gests that stronger requirements to de-
fine party activities, such as more exten-
sive financial backing or higher support
requirements for appearance on the bal-
lot, might help to thin the crowded field.

His preliminary conclusion? Rather
than looking for answers in socio-eco-
nomic factors, researchers must look at
the regulatory framework that governs
parties. A dangerous possihility exists
whereinimproperly drafted rulesmay al-
low for poorly structured institutions to
be given permanency within the polity.
One solution may be to reform the rules
s0 asto makeit moredifficult for *“ weak”
parties to enter the political arenaor for
€l ected representativesto depart fromes-
tablished parties to form new ones,
thereby creatingincentivesto stabilizethe
political system.

Interestingly, Bielasiak notes that ex-
communist leaders have done the best
organizationa work inrecasting their par-
ties. They took advantage of the legacy
of existing networksand built onthefoun-
dation of the one-party system to create
strong political competitors in the new
political environment.

Bidlasiak’s future plans include re-
searchinto the question of EU expansion
and how publics in Poland and Eastern
Europe respond to the prospects of be-
coming EU citizens. Why, asthetimefor
membership growscloser, haspublic opin-
iongrown more negative? Couldtheeu-
phoria of attaining democracy and mar-
ket capitalism be over? What is the fu-
turefor these fragile democracies? Pro-
fessor Bielasiak continues his efforts to
understand the radical transformations
taking placein East Europeandtheformer
Soviet Union by looking at both the in-
terna dynamics of democratization and
their opening towards the outside world.

Jack Bielasiak is professor of politi-
cal science. He received his Ph.D. in
government from Cornell University.
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The Midwest Russian History Workshop:
11 Years of Camaraderie and Critique
ByDawvid C. Fisher

Five years ago David Ransel and Ben Eklof mentioned to methat | might liketo
attend an upcoming session of the Midwest Russian History Workshop. | took
their advice, not knowing what to expect. Inavan rented by REEI, | found myself,
along with several other history grads, on the way to Ann Arbor, Michigan for two
days of papers and discussion accompanied by good meals and camaraderie.

This biannual workshop brings faculty and graduate students together from
around the Midwest for an informal gathering where manuscripts, dissertations,
and other worksin progress are discussed in depth. Eachfall and spring Russianists
at one of the participating universities volunteer to host the workshop. Since pa-
pers are read in advance, sessions are devoted to group conversation that often
overflowswithuseful adviceandinsightful critique. Imaginereceiving feedback on
your work from one of the most distinguished group of Russianistsin Americal

TheWorkshopfirst beganinthefall of 1990 whenasmall group, including David
Ransdl, Sheila Fitzpatrick, and Ron Suny, gathered at the University of Michigan.
Thefirst sessionwasintended asafaculty-only event, but SheilaFitzpatrick brought
her graduate students along, and the workshop has provided a common ground for
professors and their students ever since. For graduate students in Russian history
thereis no better forum for getting to know the leading lights in the profession and
devel oping friendships with future colleagues.

Unlike typical academic conferences with their multiple panels and hundreds of
attendees, the workshop offers an intimate and collegial atmosphere. Participants
gather for each session, and dinners are hosted by faculty. Serendipitous opportu-
nities abound. At the last meeting of the Workshop in De Kab, | found mysdlf,
along with IU Ph.D. Steven Duke, sitting across from professor Mark Steinberg of
the University of Illinois during lunch. We discussed this year's job market, and
Steinberg offered insights on how search committees size up job candidates. | can
not imagine that we would have had the time for such a casual conversation amid
the hurly-burly that characterizes other professiona meetings, like AAASS.

The Midwest Russian History Workshop meets in Bloomington on March 1st
and 2nd. Plan ahead to sign up, sit in, and enjoy the discussions and good com-
pany. For moreinformation on thisyear’ sworkshop please contact David Ransel at
REEI. David C. Fisher isa Ph.D. candidatein Russian History

Faculty News

Jack Bielasiak (Political Science) pub-
lished “ Substance and Process in the
Development of Party Systems in Post
Communism” in Stephen White and
Danidl Nelson, eds., The Palitics of the
Post Communist World, Aldershot, UK:
Ashgate Publishing, 2000. Hepresented:
“ Consolidating Electora Democracy in
Post Communist States’ at the Fulbright
Institute Conference devoted to the
theme “ A Decade of Post-Communism:
TheFateof Democracy in Eastern Europe
and the Former Soviet Union,” Univer-
styof Arkansas, April 2001. Hepresented
thefollowing papersat the American Po-
litical Science Association Annual Mest-
ing, August 29-September 2, San Fran-

cisco: “ All Aboardto Brussals? Determi-
nants of Public Opinion Differences on
EU Accessionin Poland” and *“ TheIn-
stitutionalization of Party Systems in
Emerging Democracies.” Heaso ddliv-
ered the following lectures: “ The
Transitology Debate: From Regime
Change to Democratic Consolidation,”
Central European University, Warsaw,
May 16, 2001; * Methods and Types of
Politica Oppositionduring Democratiza-
tion” Higher School of Economics,
Cracow, June2, 2001.

Linda Degh (Folklore/Ethnomus col ogy,
Emerita) taught aninterdisciplinary doc-

toral seminar at the University of
continued on page 14
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Mediain Ukraine

continued from page 6
guage about Gongadze, athough there
was no direct order to get rid of him.

The Ukrainian opposition took ad-
vantage of thesituationto tryto impeach
president Kuchma. Interestingly, the
scandal failedto hurt the president’srat-
ings and has also failed to increase
peopl€'strust inthe Ukrainian media

One positive outcome of the
Gongadze case and the “ tape scandd,”
isthat both have drawn attention to the
issue of adherence to the principle of
freedom of speech in Ukraine. In nu-
merous |ettersto Ukrainian leaders, the
international community demanded that
the government carry out a comprehen-
sive and transparent investigation into
Gongadze's death.

A presidential decree on measuresto
eliminate problems in the operation of
mass mediaand to promotethefreedom
of speech in Ukraine appears to be the
president’s response to the Gongadze
case. Unfortunately, theconclusion can
be drawn that the Ukrainian media have
failed to achieve the basic requirements
of anindependent and freemedia: finan-
cia solvency, civic accountability, edi-
torial independence from political and
financial pressures, an informative
agenda, and the absence of ideological
content.

Significant changes are not likely to
occur in the near future. The process of
“ corporatizing” mass media has in-
creased as parliamentary € ections draw
closer, especialy in outlying regions.
Experts believe that Ukraine will soon
be without an independent media not
under the tutelage of oligarchs and po-
litical clans.

Katya Choursina is a graduate of
the IU School of Journalism, and at-
tended IU on a grant fromthe Freedom
Support Act. Sheiscurrently stationed
in Kiev, Ukraine as a reporter for the
BBC. Svetlana Sdliutina isUkrainian
regional director of the European In-
stitute for Media. She also works for
the Russian national news agency
Interfax specializing in economic news
and media developments.

Rebuilding

continued from page 6

tional dorm. Althoughwewantedto have
more Czech students in the dorm, it was
difficult because of the high cost of this
particular, quality dorm.

Tensions arose between the Philo-
sophical Faculty andthelnstitutefor Lan-
guage and Professional Preparation as
funds were shifted for allocation to the
Institute, which offered usan entirefloor
with a language lab, student lounge,
kitchen, library space, teacher’s lounge,
rooftop space for fac-
ulty parties, auditorium,
three classrooms for
our exclusive use and
two officesfor our use.
Diplomacy was needed
to make the changes
and create peace
among theinstitutions. s

My first tasks were
to move the program
into its new location
andto implement anew
accounting system for
the program, whereby students could
open their own loca bank accountsin a
speedy manner. | even had the represen-
tatives of the bank cometo the school so
this could be accomplished. Under the
former system the director had to carry
thousands of dollarsin abag biweekly to
disburse personally.

After much hard work, at the end of
thefirst year | had afunctioning office, a
good team, severa new professors, bet-
ter services for the students and profes-
sors, aswell asan atmosphere of collegi-
ality and belonging. Now | could facethe
challenges of training new staff, adjust-
ing the contract with Charles University,
creating and reviewing syllabi from a
broad range of disciplines and the hiring
of additional faculty. Eventually | re-
cruited twelve new teachers and added
five new courses. The employment of the
teachers aso needed to be reorganized
and shifted to the more flexible Institute
for Language and Professiona Prepara-
tion. Finaly, thelibrary/bookstore opera-
tion of about 3000 volumes needed to be
systematized and reorganized.

____Mfaced My origina in-

Bronislava Volkova

Russian and East European Institute

During my second year, | initiated a
voluntary integration programfor the stu-
dents that allowed students to teach En-
glishto Czechs, work inorganizationsac-
cordingto their interests, or be connected
withfamiliesor friendsof smilar age. Ad-
ditionally, we took over most of the ser-
vices previoudly performed by the Philo-
sophical Faculty (such as organizing
overnight trips and cultura events), en-
larged the computer lab to fifteen com-
puters and added a gym and ping-pong
tables where matches were regularly or-
ganized between the
American and Czech
students. Unfortu-
nately, the inclination
of some students to
“research” the famous
Czech beersa so occa
sioned the design of
clearly defined behav-
ior rules.

Certainly there are
1 challenges yet to be

tention wasto create a
graduate program in
Prague for students serioudy interested
in Czech culture and scholarship. Thelo-
gistical and structural problems pre-
sented an immediate challenge that had
to be confronted before the academic di-
rection could be addressed. This, com-
bined with the very nature of profit-driven
exchange programs, provided aless-than-
perfect environment. However, with a
dedicated and professiona staff, quali-
fied teachers, and amore pragmatic rela-
tionship with the host university, | fed
that my team and | were able to imple-
ment changes that will benefit the stu-
dents and the Council alike.

Professor Volkova received her Ph.D.
from CharlesUniversity. Her researchin-
terestsincludelinguistic semiotics, emo-
tive language, and Czech literature
(semiotic, cultural and feminist studies).
Current projects include textological
analysisof theemotive and value system
of literaryworks. Sheisalsowriting po-
etry in both Czech and English (see
page,14). Sheisbased intheDepartment
of Slavic Languages and Literatures
where she directs the Czech program.
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SPEA Enters Three-Year Pact with Russian Institutes

ThelU School of Publicand Environ-
mental Affairs (SPEA) has received two
partnership grants from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Stateto collaboratein curriculum
devel opment and distance learning with
two public administration academies in
the Russian Federation. Much of the
work will be accomplished through ex-
change of faculty between SPEA and the
Russian institutions.

“ The economic and political transfor-
mation of theRuss an Federationrequires
public administrators with an education
appropriatefor amarket-oriented, demo-
craticsociety,” said SPEA Dean Astrid E.
Merget. “ These new grants will enable
SPEA to sharecapahilitieswiththeVVolga
Region Academyfor Civil Serviceandthe
Northwest Academy of Public Adminis-
tration asthey aretransforming both their
educational programsand serviceto gov-
ernments. “ In return, we will strengthen
our master of public affairs degree pro-
gram by better incorporatinginternationa
and comparative topics into our course

By Sandra Bate

work.” Merget said.

The Volga Region Academy isin
Saratov and the North West Academy is
in . Petersburg. Both academies are ad-
ministratively responsible to the presi-
dent of the Russian Federation.

SPEA Professor and Graduate Program
Director John L. Mikesdll is the project
director for the new grants, which extend
for three years and provide tota funding
of $600,000.

According to Mikesdll, the grants are
part of the New Independent States Col-
legeand University Partnerships Program
of the U.S. Department of State and are
supported with funds from the Freedom
Support Act. The goa of the program,
Mikesdl said, is*“ to assist U.S. colleges
and universities in building lasting and
productive partnerships with their coun-
terparts around the globe.”

Mikesdl| said 55 awardswere made by
the Department of State’ sBureau of Edu-
cational and Culturad Affairsfor fisca year
2001

All American university programs in
businessadministration, political science,
economics, journaism, law and educetion,
along with public administration and
policy analysis, were eligible for thefis-
cal 2001 competition. “ For oneschool to
be awarded two partnershipsinthesingle
competition is unusual and gives evi-
dence of SPEA’sfaculty expertiseandin-
gtitutiona capacity,” Mikesdl said.

SPEA wasfoundedin1972 andisthe
largest school of public affairs in the
United States. In the most recent U.S.
News & World Report rankingsof gradu-
ate and professiond public affairs pro-
grams at American and international
schools, SPEA was ranked in third posi-
tion and was the highest-ranked school
at apublicinstitution.

For more information on this pro-
gram, pleasecontact Sandra Bate, SPEA,
812-856-5490, shate@indiana.edu or
GeorgeVlahakis, U Office of Communi-
cation and Marketing, 812-855-0846,
gviahaki @indiana.edu

INDIANA UNIVERSITY

Summer Workshop in Slavic, East European & Central Asian Languages
June 14-August 9, 2002

RUSSIA

Intensive 1st through 6th year Russian,
(10hrs. cr)
- Fellowships available (undergrad & grad)
4-week (one semester) courses available
sarting June 14

Travel option
- Four weeks intensive Russian (indl.
Business Russian) in . Petersburg, with
two weeks travel in Russia
July 13 - August 23 (6 cr.)
- May be preceded by four weeks of
intensive Russian in Bloomington.

EASTERN EUROPE

- 1st year Czech, Polish, Serbian/Croztian,

In-statetuition for all languages

APPLICATION DEADLINE

FOR FELLOWSHIPS
April 1, 2002

For applicationsor brochures, write to:

Romanian (10 hrs. cr.); Hungarian (6-8 cr.)
- ACLSfunded courses are tuition-free
for grads in East/Central European fidd
- 1st year Sovene (pending funding)
- FLAS fellowships available

CENTRAL ASIA

GEORGIAN/TIBETAN

- 1st year Azeri, Kazak, Turkmen, Uzbek
(6-8cr.)

-2nd year Azeri, Kazak, Turkmen, Uzbek
(6-8cr.)

- 1<t year Georgian (10 cr.)

- 1<t year Tibetan (6-8 cr.)

-FLAS & SSRC Fellowshipsavailable

Director, SWSEEL, BH 502, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 47405
Td. (812) 855-2608 - FAX (812) 855-2107 - e-mail: SWSEEL @indiana.edu
World Wide Web: http://www..indiana.edu/~iud avic/swsed .shtml
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Faculty News
continued from page 11

Debrecen, Hungary, including students
from Philosophy, American Studies and
Ethnology (2001 summer). Sheddivered
lectures at the Institut za Narodna
Umjetnost inZagreb (April 17-21) entitled
“ Folklorigtics in the United States,” and
“The Folk Legend in Modern Society”
and consulted individually with doctoral
candidates. She attended the 7th Con-
gress of SIEF (Societe Internationale
d Ethnologie et de Folklore), Budapest,
where sheisan honorary founding mem-
ber. She aso published: Nagyszekel ytol
Delhi-ig Egy magyarorszagi nemet
eletutja, 1943-1974, (on the life trajec-
tory of a Hungarian German, from
Nagyszekely to Delhi, Ontario) Ethnica,
ed. Elek Bartha, Debrecen 2001; Legend
and Belief: Dialectics of a Folklore
Genre, Indiana University Press, 2001,
498 pp; “ A Subjective Report About My
Fieldwork and Two Deviant Pentecostal
Preachers’ in Tradigon Norway 2:111-
116; and avolume of essays, The Eth-
nography of Hungarian-Americans is
currently in press, Hungarian Academy
of Sciences/ European Folklorelnstitute.

Andrew Durkin (Savics) had aentry on
Sergei Timofeevich Aksakov appear in
The Encyclopedia of Life Writing, ed.
MargarettaJolly, 2 vols. Londonand Chi-
cago: Fitzroy Dearborn, 2001, pp. 29-30.

George Fowler (Savics) was a pandist
for theforum, “ TheRussian Context: The
Culture Behind the Language” at the an-
nua AATSEEL conference in New Or-
leansin December.

Ron Feldstein (Savics) presented “ Bi-
nary Classification of Russian Nominal
Declension Based on Sonority” to the
pand on“ Phonology and Beyond” at the
annual AATSEEL conferencein New Or-
leansin December.

Steve Franks (Savicg/Linguistics) was
selected by the University Committee on
Russian and East European Exchanges
and Contracts as the 2002 nominee to
participate in a one-month faculty ex-
change program with Warsaw University.
He chaired apanel on morphosyntax and
wasapanelist for theforumontheSavic
and East European Language Resource
Center (SEELRC) a UNC-Chapel Hill's
Summer Institute for Instructors at the
annual AATSEEL conferencein New Or-
leans in December. He was a plenary
speaker at the Fourth European Confer-
enceonFormal Descriptionof SavicLan-
guages in Potsdam in November, where

heddivered alecture entitled Case Fear
tures, Markedness, and Quantification.”

Bill Johnston (Center for English Lan-
guage Training) attended the national
conferenceof ALTA (the AmericanLiter-
ary Trandators Association) in Raleigh,
NC in October, and gave areading from
his trandation of His Current Woman
(Innerozkosze) by Jerzy Pilch, whichwill
be published in the spring by Northwest-
ern University Press. In late summer,
Wydawnictwo Literackieof Krakow pub-
lished Jezyk angielski i amerykanski dla
poczatkujacych by Bill and his wife,
Katarzyna Rydel-Johnston.

Nyusya M ilman (Savics) chairedapand,
“ The Fate of the Humorist in the Soviet
Union,” and also presented a paper en-
titted * Modern Technology and Cultura
Proficiency” to the pand on technology
and language teaching at the annual
AATSEEL conferencein New Orleansin
December.

Nina Perlina (Savics) was a discussant
on the panel, " Approaching the
Tricentennial of Petersburg: Great Expec-
tationsFulfilled and Frustrated” at thean-
nual AATSEEL conference in New Or-
leansin December.

Denis Sinor (CEUS, Distinguished Emeri-
tus) attended the general meeting of the
American Council of Learned Societies
as a delegate of the American Oriental
Society, in Philadelphia, May 3-5. On
June 24-29, he attended the 6th session
of UNESCO's International Scientific
Committeefor the Preparation of theHis-
tory of the Civilizations of Central Asia,
in Bishkek. Heis Vice-Chairman of the
Committee. OnAugust 26-31, heatended
the 44th meeting of the Permanent Inter-
nationa Altaistic Conferenceof whichhe
isthe Secretary General, in Wal berg, Ger-
many. There, hepresented” SomeRemark-
able Womenin Inner Asan History.” He
published “ Forty Y ears of the Permanent
International Altaistic Conference
(PIAC),” Higtory and Reminiscencesin
David B. Honey and David C. Wright,
Altaic Affinities. Proceedingsof the40th
Meeting of the Permanent International
Altaistic Conference (PIAC). Indiana
University Urdic and Altaic Series vol.
168 (2001), pp. 1-21. Hepublished are-
view of thefirst two volumesof thejour-
nal Inner Asia under thetile® Lifeasitis
Lived on the Inner Asian Steppes - and
Beyond,” inTheTimesHigher Education
Supplement (London), April 20, 2001, p.
32. Ontheoccasion of his85th birthday,
the Russian periodical Altaica, published
by the Oriental Ingtitute of the Russian

Russian and East European Institute

Academy of Sciences, dedicated its 5th
volume to Sinor under the title “ Denis
Snor Yubiley Uchenogo.” Author V.M.
Alpatov described Sinor's activitieswith
emphasis on his services to Soviet and
RussianAltaistics, pp. 9-13.

Martin C. Spechler (Economics) pre-
sented atalk, “ The Troublewith Global -
ization” a IUPUI October 25 and partici-
pated in a round table for African and
Afro-American Studiesat IUPUI on* War
onTerrorism,” November 1, together with
three colleagues.

Jeffrey Veidlinger (History) together with
Dov-Ber Kerler, coordinated theinterna-
tional conference, “ Beyond the Shtetl:
Yiddish Language and Culturein Twenti-
eth Century Eastern Europe,” held at In-
diana University, October 28-30, 2001.
The conference was sponsored by the
Russian and East European Institute and
the Borns Jewish Studies Program. He
a0 recavedaRUGS Summer Feculty Fdl-
lowshipfor 2002.

Bronidava Volkova (Savics) introduced
asariesof bilingual (Czech/English) po-
etry readings which took place in the
Nationa Library of the Czech Repuhlic,
aswell asin the Podebrady castleand in
various Prague bookstores. During these
events she introduced her most recent,
books of poetry, Motaky do usi peny/
Prison Notes Smuggled into the Ears of
Seafoam (1999) and Promeny/Transfor-
mations (2000). The last of the readings
were accompanied by exhibitions of her
collage work relating to the books. She
was recently invited to give another such
reading from her newest book Vstup do
svetla/Entering Light (2001) in Novem-
ber. Her work has also been featured in
thenew academic dictionary of Czechlit-
erature and has been focused on more
broadly in a master’s thesis. She is
pleased to note that her poetry is being
utilized in several English departments
creative writing courses around the
United States and that her book on emo-
tivelanguageisused ascompul sory read-
ing in severa linguistics departmentsin
Russia. During the summer Volkova
worked with a student from Princeton,
Clarice Cloutier, who has undertaken to
translate one of her earlier books, ACer-
tain Absence, into English with her. She
has also continued her collage work that
was originally accompanying her two bi-
lingud books. Thework complementsher
poetry by drawing in surrealistic images
of metaphysical issues dedlt with in the
poems and expresses them through vi-
sua media
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Please support REEI through a contribution today...

Themany program activitiesand outreach eventsthat REEI sponsorseach year woul d not be possiblewithout
thegenerousdonationsof our friendsanddumni. Wehopeyou will takeamoment and makeacontributionto one
of our funds, described below.

Robert F. ByrnesM emorial Fellowship - Thisfellowshipisdesignedto preservethe memory of thefirst
director of REEI by supporting an outstandingincoming student. Thecurrent award cons stsof aone-timestipend
of $6,000 and afeeremissionfor thefirst year of study; wehopeinthefutureto beableto offer amorecompetitive
stipendand ultimatel y to expand thefe lowshi pinto atwo-year package.

Daniel Armstrong M emorial Resear ch Paper Awar ds- Thiscompetitionisdedicated to thememory of 1U
Savicsaumnus, teacher, scholar, and administrator Professor Daniedl Armstrong (1942-1979). Awardsarepre-
sented to studentsfor paperswrittenfor aclassin Russian, East European, or Central Eurasian studiestaken
duringthepreviousacademicyear.

General Fund — Providessupport for generd program activities.

Donations, made out to “Indiana University Foundation,” may be mailed to:

Russian and East European Institute
565 BdlantineHal
Bloomington, IN 47405-6615

Giftsaretax-deductibleasalowedbylaw. Y our generosity isgreetly appreciated.

___ Pleasefind enclosed my contributionintheamount of :
___$1000 __$500 _$250 ___$100 Other: $

___lwouldlikethisdonationto be counted toward:
___Robert F. ByrnesMemoria Fellowship Fund
___ Daniel Armstrong Memoria Research Paper AwardsFund
__ Generd Fund

Name:

Address.

City: Sate Zip:
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY'S 7TH ANNUAL

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES SUMMER INSTITUTES 2002

C E N T E R F O R T H E S T U D Y O F G L O B A L C H A N G E

your world

students & teachers

July 7 - 20, 2002

High school students and grades 7-12 teachers are invited to join us on Indiana Universitys Bloomington campus for 2 concurrent Interna-
tional Studies Summer Institutes. More information and an application can be found on our website. Feel free to call 812/855-0756 or
email: kgold@indiana.edu

WWW.INDIANA.EDU/~GLOBAL/INSTITUTE.HTM
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